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Texas Death Certificate 

Field Helps 

 

Introduction 

 

The Texas Death Certificate collection is published and available in FamilySearch. 
There are additional fields that need to be indexed and added to the existing collection.  

This document provides specific uniform guidelines to follow for each field that is added 
to the previously indexed collection. Certificate styles and location of information varied 
over the years, but representative examples are included here. 

Click the field name in the table of contents to go directly to the specific field help. 
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Guiding Principle 

Type what you see.  
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Field Helps 

 

Death County 

 

Because the Death County field was indexed previously, you may see data here. Check 
the previously entered data against the document. If it was entered incorrectly, edit or 
reenter the data. 

Note: An exception to the type what you see principle is: 

If the previously entered county is correct, but the capitalization doesn’t match the 
document, do not change it. It will not affect the searches made on this field. 

You should expand abbreviations or correct misspellings when you can tell what the 
abbreviation stands for or what the spelling correction should be.  

If the county was not recorded or was written as a variation of the word "unknown," 
press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

County: Harris 

 

Race 

 

Type the entry as it appears on the document. Use regular upper and lower case. 

Do not index the nationality in this field. 

If the color or race was not recorded or was written as a variation of the word 
"unknown," press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

Race: White  
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Informant’s Name Prefix 

 

Type the name prefix as it was written or choose from the drop-down list: Mr, Mrs, Ms, 
Dr. 

If a name prefix was not recorded, press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the 
next field. 

 

Informant’s Name Prefix: Mrs 

 

Informant’s Given Names 

 

Type the given names as they were written. Do not correct misspellings or expand 
abbreviations. Include all middle names. Use regular upper and lower case. 

The given names may be written either before or after the surname. Be sure to type the 
names in the correct fields in the data entry area. If you cannot determine if a name is a 
given name or a surname, type it in the Informant’s Given Names field. 

Include all aliases, nicknames, or variant names that were given for a person, 
separating them with the word or. 

Do not include titles, terms, prefixes, or suffixes with the name. Do not include periods 
after initials or names. 

If the given names were not recorded or were written as a variation of the word 
"unknown," press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

Informant’s Given Names: L C 

  



Texas Death Certificate Field Helps 

   Return to Table of Contents  4 

   

Do not enter terms such as “Hospital Records”, or “Registrar” in any field.  

 

Informant’s Given Name:  

 

Informant’s Surname 

 

Type the surname as it was written. Do not correct misspellings or expand 
abbreviations. Use regular upper and lower case. 

The surname may be written either before or after the given names. Be sure to type the 
names in the correct fields in the data entry area. If you cannot determine if a name is a 
given name or a surname, type it in the Informant’s Given Names field. 

Do not assume a surname from the surnames of others mentioned in the document. 

Maiden names should be typed in this field before the current or former surnames. A 
maiden name was often indicated by the words "née" or "born as." A maiden name may 
also have been written in parentheses. 

If the surname was not recorded or was written as a variation of the word "unknown," 
press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

Informant’s Surname: West 
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Burial Month 

 

Type the first 3 letters of the month, and choose from the drop-down list: Jan, Feb, Mar, 
and so on. 

When the month was written as a number, choose the corresponding month from the 
drop-down list. For example, the month 12 would be indexed as Dec. 

If the month was not recorded or was written as a variation of the word "unknown," 
press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

Month: Apr 

 

Burial Day 

 

Type the 1- or 2-digit number for the day. 

Do not include zeros written at the beginning of a number. For example, "03" would be 
typed as 3. 

If the day was not recorded or was written as a variation of the word "unknown," press 
Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

Burial Day: 19 
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Burial Year 
 

Type the 4-digit number for the year. 

If only a 2-digit number was recorded, you can sometimes determine the first 2 digits of 
the 4-digit year from other information, such as the project dates or other contextual 
information on the image. 

If you cannot determine the 4-digit year, index the 2-digit number. If you cannot 
determine the 2-digit or 4-digit year, press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the 
next field. 

 

Burial Year: 1975 

 

Burial Town, City, or County 

 

Type what is recorded on the certificate. Use regular upper and lower case. 

Exception: Do not type the word “County” in the field. 

If more than 1 place was entered, separate the places with a comma. 

If no burial town, city, or county was recorded, or if a variation of the word "unknown" 
was recorded, press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

Burial City, Town, or County: Paris, Lamar 

 

 

Burial City, Town, or County: Lamesa  
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Burial State 

 

Type what is recorded on the certificate. Use regular upper and lower case. 

If no state was recorded, or if a variation of the word "unknown" was recorded, press 
Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

 

Burial State: Texas 

 

Cemetery 

 

Type the cemetery name.  

You should expand abbreviations or correct misspellings when you can tell what the 
abbreviation stands for or what the correction should be to the spelling. User regular 
upper and lower case. 

If the cemetery was not recorded, or if a variation of the word "unknown" was recorded, 
press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

Cemetery: Brookside Memorial Park Cemetery 
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Funeral Home 

 

Type the funeral home name. 

You should expand abbreviations or correct misspellings when you can tell what the 
abbreviation stands for or what the correction should be to the spelling. Use regular 
upper and lower case. 

 

If the funeral home was not recorded, or if a variation of the word "unknown" was 
recorded, press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

Funeral Home: Brookwood Funeral Home 

 

Funeral Director’s Given Name 

 

Type the given names as they were written. Include middle names. 

Do not correct misspellings or expand abbreviations. Do not include periods after initials 
or names. Use regular upper and lower case. 

The given names may be written either before or after the surname. Be sure to type the 
names in the correct fields in the data entry area. If you cannot determine if a name is a 
given name or a surname, type it in the Funeral Director’s Given Name field. 

Include all aliases, nicknames, or variant names that were given for a person, 
separating them with the word or. 

Do not include titles, terms, prefixes, or suffixes with the name.  

If the given names were not recorded, or if a variation of the word "unknown" was 
recorded, press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

Funeral Director’s Given Name: Mickael A 
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Funeral Director’s Surname 

 

Type the surname as it was written. Do not correct misspellings or expand 
abbreviations. Use regular upper and lower case. 

The surname may be written either before or after the given names. Be sure to type the 
names in the correct fields in the data entry area. If you cannot determine if a name is a 
given name or a surname, type it in the Funeral Director’s Given Name field. 

If the surname was not recorded, or if a variation of the word "unknown" was recorded, 
press Tab to leave the field blank and move to the next field. 

 

Funeral Director’s Surname: Dunham 

 

Contacts 

• Jean Bavender, Jean.Bavender@familysearch.org 

mailto:Jean.Bavender@familysearch.org

